
BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES  APRIL 15, 2021 

CITY OF AUGUSTA CITY COUNCIL 

BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES  

 

Thursday, April 15, 2021 

7:00 P.M.  

 

Due to COVID-19, this was a Virtual Meeting Only 

 

All Present: Mayor Rollins and Councilors Conti, Judkins, Michaud, Lind, Alexander, Allen, LaRochelle and 

Pouliot 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE FOLLOWED BY A MOMENT OF SILENCE 

 

PROCLAMATION 

 

Mayor Rollins issued a proclamation recognizing the service of retiring Community Services Director Leif Erik 

Dahlin and declaring April 28, 2021 as Leif Erik Dahlin Day. 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

 FY 2022 Proposed City and School Budget Public Hearing 

 Police Department Construction Project Referendum Question Public Hearing 

 Consolidation of Polling Places for June 15, 2021 Election Public Hearing 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

21-069  City Manager – Bureau of City Clerk 

BE IT ORDERED, that the minutes of the City Council Business Meeting held April 01, 2021 submitted by 

the City Clerk’s office be hereby approved. 

 
21-070  City Manager - Bureau of Audit 
BE IT ORDERED, that the Roll of Accounts for March 2021 in the amount of $5,219,744.36 be hereby 
approved. 
 

21-071  Mayor Rollins 

BE IT ORDERED, that Robert Trask be hereby reappointed to the Planning Board, said term to expire 

February 5, 2024. 

 
Motion for passage of Consent Agenda 21-069, 21-070 & 21-071 
By: Lind  Second by: Michaud 
Yeas: 8 
Nays: 0 

 

OLD BUSINESS AND TABLED MATTERS: PART 1 - ORDERS 

 

21-049  Mayor and Council 

BE IT ORDERED, that the City Manager is hereby authorized to contract for the demolition and removal of 

the former Cony Pride Building at 111 Cony Street in an amount not to exceed $35,000 with said funds to be 

appropriated from the reserve for removal of dangerous buildings. 
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BE IT FURTHER ORDERED, that the City Manager shall arrange for the placement of an appropriate 

historic plaque at this location. 
 
Motion to Table Order 21-049 
By: Michaud  Second by: Alexander 
Yeas: 8 
Nays: 0 
 

NEW BUSINESS:  PART 1 – ORDERS AND RESOLVES 

 

21-072  Mayor and Council 

BE IT ORDERED, that (1) borrowing of a sum not to exceed $20,477,655 be and hereby is authorized for the 

purpose of paying costs of expenditures for the acquisition of land, the construction of buildings on the land and 

the acquisition of equipment of a lasting character to constitute a new police station for the City of Augusta (the 

“City”) to be located on property owned by the City.  The estimated period of utility of the permanent 

improvements constituting the new police station is hereby declared to be in excess of thirty-five (35) years. 

 

 (2) To fund and refund any such borrowing, the City Manager of the City or his designee, including without 

limitation the Assistant City Manager and the  Director of  Finance and Administration  (any of whom is 

referred to herein as an Authorized Representative), is hereby authorized and directed under and pursuant to 

Section 7 of Article VII of the City Charter and other enabling authority to prepare, sell, with or without public 

bidding, and issue, at one time or from time to time, as one or more separate issues, general obligation bonds of 

the City that in aggregate amount produced by such sale, less (a) the City’s costs of issuance, including 

underwriter’s compensation, (b) a reasonable amount for interest on the bonds, (c) a reasonable amount for any 

use of bond proceeds allowable under the City Charter and U.S. Treasury Regulation §1.148-1 and following 

and (d) a reasonable rounding amount, if any, will not exceed the aggregate amount authorized to be borrowed.  

The date or dates, denominations, interest rate or rates, method of sale and all other particulars as to form, sale 

and issue of each issue of the bonds shall be determined by an Authorized Representative, provided that each of 

the bonds shall be signed by an Authorized Representative and by the Mayor, whose signature may be by 

facsimile, shall bear the City seal or an authorized facsimile thereof, and shall mature or be payable in annual 

installments, the first installment to be payable on or before December 31 of the year after the year in which the 

bonds are issued, and the last installment with respect to an amount authorized to be payable not later than thirty 

(30) years after the date of issue of such bonds.  The bond issues authorized hereby may be consolidated for 

purposes of sale and issuance with any other authorized bonds, provided that the bonds of each component of 

the consolidated bonds shall mature over a term not longer than the term permitted by the City Charter and 

other applicable law for such component and by the order authorizing such component.  The bonds may be 

subject to call for redemption with or without premium at the election of the City before the date fixed for final 

payment of the bonds.  An Authorized Representative is authorized to sign such agreements, instruments and 

certificates as are required in connection with the issuance of the bonds. 

 

(3) An amount sufficient for the payment of the annual installments of principal of and interest on the bonds or 

any notes shall be included in the tax levy for each year during which any of such bonds or notes shall be 

outstanding until the debt represented by the bonds or notes is extinguished. 

 

(4) An Authorized Representative be and hereby is authorized to borrow at one time or from time to time in 

anticipation of the bonds to be issued as herein authorized, when and as funds may be required, a sum or sums 

not exceeding the aggregate principal amount of the bonds as herein authorized, and to prepare, sell, with or 

without public bidding, and issue, the temporary note or notes of the City therefor and to renew the same as 

deemed advisable, provided that any such temporary note or renewal note shall be paid within the maximum 

term permitted by law therefor.  An Authorized Representative is hereby authorized and directed, subject to the 

provisions of this Order and applicable provisions of law, to sign and determine the date or dates of the note or 
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notes (including renewal notes), the interest rate or rates they shall bear and all other details of things necessary 

and proper to effectuate the sale and issue thereof, provided that each note shall be signed by an Authorized 

Representative and by the Mayor, whose signature may be by facsimile, and shall bear the City seal or an 

authorized facsimile thereof.  The notes may be subject to call for redemption with or without premium at the 

election of the City before the date fixed for final payment of the notes.  An Authorized Representative is 

authorized to sign such other agreements, instruments or certificates as are required in connection with the 

issuance of the notes. 

 

(5) For purposes of U.S. Treasury Regulation §1.150-2, the City reasonably expects (1) to incur debt to 

reimburse expenditures (including expenditures made within the last sixty (60) days) temporarily advanced 

from funds of the City, such expenditures to be made to pay the cost, or a portion of the cost, of the foregoing 

improvement and (2) that the maximum principal amount of debt to be issued by the City for the foregoing 

improvement including for reimbursement purposes is $20,477,655 and an Authorized Representative is 

authorized to advance money of the City for payment of such costs. 

 

(6) Section 5 of this Order takes effect when approved by the City Council.  Sections 1, 2, 3 and 4 of this Order 

take effect when approved by the City Council initially for the purpose of submitting the following question of 

ratification of the borrowing authorization to the voters of the City at the municipal election to be held on June 

15, 2021 in substantially the following form:  

 

 “Do you favor borrowing money as authorized by City Council Order No. 21-072 to provide an 

amount not to exceed $20,477,655 to pay costs of expenditures for the acquisition of land in the 

City of Augusta and the construction and equipping of a new police station on the land for the 

City of Augusta?” 

 

If such question is answered in the affirmative by a majority of the voters voting thereon at such June 15, 2021 

election, then Sections 1, 2, 3 and 4 of this Order will take effect for all purposes set forth in this Order. 
 
Motion to waive further reading of Sections 2 - 5 of Order 21-072 
By: Lind  Second by: Alexander 
Yeas: 8 
Nays: 0 
 
Motion for passage of Order 21-072 
By: Lind  Second by: Judkins 
Yeas: 8 
Nays: 0 
 

21-073  Mayor and Council 

BE IT ORDERED, that the June 15, 2021 municipal election shall be consolidated into one polling place, that 

said place being the Augusta Civic Center. 
 
Motion for passage of Order 21-073 
By: Michaud  Second by: Judkins 
Yeas: 8 
Nays: 0 
 

21-074  City Manager 

BE IT ORDERED, that the City Manager is hereby authorized to list for sale, or to otherwise dispose of, the 

following Police Department surplus and recovered property.  Items will be listed and sold on Government 

Surplus Auctions, (https://www.govdeals.com) and proceeds will be remitted to the general fund. 

 

https://www.govdeals.com/
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1. Topaz Electronic Signature Pad 

2. $.82 Old Pennies 

3. Leatherman Sidekick 

4. (2) seat expedition strollers 

5. Red Porter Cable 6 Gal air Compressor 

6. Ladder Tree Stand 

7. Solo Brand Backpack Sprayer 

8. (2) Green Old Town Otter Kayaks 

9. Silver Colored Cross Necklace 

10. Versa Camera 

11. Walmart Gift Card Value of $30.51 

12. 10’ Micro SD Cable 

13. $10 Dunkin Donut Gift Card 

14. (2) Silver Colored Rings-no markings 

15. Kodak 14 MP Digital Camera 

16. Ultra Power Auto Battery 

17. Black Backpack with contents 

18. Backyard Sport Set-incomplete 

19. Milwaukee Orbital Sander 

20. Milwaukee Screw Gun 

21. Drywall Attachment 

22. Milwaukee Circular Saw 

23. Cut out Tool 

24. Milwaukee Screw gun 

25. Milwaukee Power Tool Batteries 

26. Miscellaneous Tools 

 
Motion for passage of Order 21-074 
By: Allen  Second by: Lind 
Yeas: 8 
Nays: 0 
 

21-075  Mayor and Council 

WHEREAS, the City of Augusta regularly establishes tax increment financing and development districts as 

part of its economic development program; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the State of Maine requires that communities utilizing tax increment financing and development 

districts have a council approved policy regarding the establishment of these districts; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council’s Tax Increment Financing Committee has amended and established the required 

policy;  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDERED, that the City of Augusta’s TIF policy is hereby appended and is 

incorporated in this order by reference.  

 
Motion for passage of Order 21-075 
By: LaRochelle  Second by: Allen 
Yeas: 8 
Nays: 0 
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21-076  Mayor and Council 

WHEREAS, the Augusta City Council has established as a key objective for 2021, increasing the community’s 

recovery capital to support people with substance use disorders (SUD); and, 

 

WHEREAS, consistent with that objective, the Council’s Substance Use Task Force has developed strategies 

that address the eight categories that comprise a recovery-ready community; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council unanimously supports the Substance use Task Force’s plan to create a pilot 

program on the Project HOPE model to achieve these strategies,  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDERED, that the City Manager is hereby authorized to submit an 

application for federal funding in an amount not to exceed $1 million to the office of Representative Chellie 

Pingree said funds to be dedicated to the creation of the Augusta Project Hope initiative. 

 
Motion for passage of Order 21-076 
By: LaRochelle   Second by: Allen 
Yeas: 8 
Nays: 0 

 

21-077  City Manager 

WHEREAS, the Greater Augusta Utility District needs a permanent easement to maintain buried utility lines 

on a city property; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDERED, that the City Council authorizes the City Manager to negotiate 

with the Greater Augusta Utility District and sign necessary easement documents allowing a twenty-five (25) 

foot wide easement for the District to access and maintain utilities on Tax Map 37, Lot 14, which is the same 

parcel of land the city uses as a snow dump below the Memorial Bridge. 

 
Motion for passage of Order 21-077 
By: Lind  Second by: Judkins 
Yeas: 8 
Nays: 0 

 

21-078  Mayor and Council 

WHEREAS, it has come to the attention of the City of Augusta that the building located at 7 South Grove 

Street, Augusta appears to be extremely structurally unstable, and 

 

WHEREAS, the City’s Code Enforcement Officer has found, upon inspection of the building, that: 

 

1. The building is structurally unsound. The interior of the building is dilapidated and has significant 

accumulation of collapsed ceiling materials including water damaged sheetrock, ceiling tiles, insulation, 

trash, garbage, and discarded debris.  

2. The building has a significant mold infestation and is unsanitary. 

3. The exterior of the building is dilapidated. There are large areas of missing vinyl siding, rotting fascia 

boards, rotting trim around windows, doors, and eaves, and broken gutters.  

4. The concrete retaining walls supporting the deck structure along King Street are collapsing inward, the 

posts beneath the deck are deflecting outward, and the structure is at risk of collapsing.  

5. Stair and porch structures have broken and have rotting structural members, handrails, and guards.  

6. There are several storage shed structures on the property that are actively collapsing. 

7. There are large deposits of garbage and trash beneath the deck structure.  
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WHEREAS, the City Council on April 15, 2021 held a hearing pursuant to 17 M.R.S.A. § 2851; 

 

WHEREAS, Owner Charlie T. Erving was duly notified of said hearing pursuant to 17 M.R.S.A. § 2851; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City’s Code Enforcement Officer testified at the hearing as to his findings regarding the 

building, as stated above; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, the City Council hereby ORDERS, that: 

 

1. The City Council accepts the findings of the Code Enforcement Officer as stated above as true and 

hereby accepts said findings as its own. 
 
Motion to waive further reading of Order 21-078 
By: Allen Second by: Lind 
Yeas: 8 
Nays: 0 

 

2. The building located at 7 S. Grove Street, Tax Map 31, Lot 91 is hereby declared a “dangerous building” 

that is: 

 

a. structurally unsafe and unstable  

b. unsanitary 

c. unsuitable for occupancy 

d. constitutes a fire hazard, and 

e. constitutes a health or safety hazard because of inadequate maintenance, dilapidation, obsolescence 

or abandonment 

 

Therefore, the above-mentioned property is adjudged to be a dangerous nuisance.  

 

3. For the above reasons, the City Council ORDERS that the building located at 7 South Grove shall be 

removed in a safe and sanitary way, in consultation with the City’s Code Enforcement Officer and in 

compliance with all relevant City and State laws, WITHIN 60 DAYS OF THE DATE OF THIS 

ORDER.  The Code Enforcement Officer may, in his discretion, grant an extension of up to 60 days if 

reasonable progress is being made toward removal of the building. 

 

4. If said building is not removed by the stated date or any granted extension, the City or its properly 

engaged agents or contractors shall enter the property and remove the building.  All expenses relating to 

the removal of the building and abatement of the nuisance shall be repaid to the City by the owner 

within 30 days after the City’s demand, or a special tax shall be assessed against the land on which the 

building was located for the amount of the expenses, and that amount shall be included on the next 

annual warrant to the Tax Collector for collection and collected in the same manner as other City taxes 

are collected.  Expenses to be recovered shall include, but are not limited to, the cost of title searches, 

location reports, service of process, reasonable attorney's fees, costs of removal of the building, any 

costs incurred in securing the building pending its removal and all other costs incurred by the City that 

are reasonably related to the removal of the building.  The City shall also reserve the right to collect any 

expenses through a civil action. 

 

5. An appeal of this Order may be made to the Kennebec County Superior Court, pursuant to M.R. Civ. P. 

80B, within 30 days of the date of the Order. 
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Motion to table Order 21-078 
By: Lind Second by: Michaud 
Yeas: 8 
Nays: 0 
 

OLD BUSINESS:  PART 2 – ORDINANCES - SECOND READ     VOTE REQUIRED 

 

21-066  Mayor and Council 

WHEREAS, the Planning Board held a public hearing and unanimously recommended amending sections of 

the Land Use Ordinance related to manufactured homes for clarity and to ensure compliance with state law; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, that the City Council amends the Augusta Land Use Ordinance as 

follows: 

 

Remove “Manufactured Housing, Type 2” as a use on Attachment 4, Table of Uses in the Base Zoning 

Districts; and  

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that the following amendment to Attachment 4, Table of Uses in the Base 

Zoning Districts be made where underlined text is text to be added: 

 

“Manufactured Housing, Type 1 (mobile homes)”; and  

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that Section 300-202, Additional Definitions, of the Land Use Ordinance be 

amended as follows where underlined text is text to be added: 

 

MODULAR HOME: See “manufactured housing.” Classified as a “one-family dwelling” land use. 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that Section 300-527, Type 1 Manufactured Housing, subsections B, of the 

Land Use Ordinance be amended as follows where underlined text is text to be added and strikethrough text is 

text to be removed: 

 

B. Type "1" manufactured housing, as allowed on Attachment 4, Table of Land Uses in the base Zoning 

Districts  located within the RA, RB1/RB2, RC, RD, BP, KBD1, KBD2, CB, CC, CD, GS, RBV, RR2, and 

RRES Zoning Districts. 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that Section 300-527, Type 1 Manufactured Housing, subsections C, of the 

Land Use Ordinance be amended as follows where underlined text is text to be added and strikethrough text is 

text to be removed: 

 

C. Type "1" manufactured housing, as allowed on Attachment 4, Table of Land Uses in the base Zoning 

Districts located within the Planned Development (PD) District. 

 
Motion for passage of Order 21-066 
By: Lind  Second by: LaRochelle 
Yeas: 8 
Nays: 0 
 

21-067  Mayor and Council 

WHEREAS, the Planning Board held a public hearing and unanimously recommended adding uses to the 

Riggs Brook Village Zoning District; and 
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WHEREAS, the additional uses will be generally compatible with the purpose and intent of the Riggs Brook 

Village Zoning District;  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, that the City Council amends the Land Use Ordinance 

Attachment 4, Table of Uses in the Base Zoning Districts as follows: 

 

Add an X in the RBV column of the table for the use “Farm Stands”, making this a use permitted by right; 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that the City Council amends the Land Use Ordinance Attachment 4, Table 

of Uses in the Base Zoning Districts as follows: 

 

Add a CU in the RBV column for the uses “Agriculture”, “Business / Professional Associations”, “Small 

Distilleries, Breweries, Bakeries”, “Conference /Event Center”, making these uses permitted by Conditional 

Use permit. 

 
Motion for passage of Order 21-067 
By: Lind  Second by: Judkins 
Yeas: 8 
Nays: 0 
 

21-068  Mayor and Council 

WHEREAS, the existing definition of Automobile Business in the Land Use Ordinance is broad enough to 

include uses not typically classified as automobile related; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Planning Board held a public hearing and unanimously recommends the following 

amendments; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, that the City Council amends Section 300-202, Additional 

Definitions, of the Land Use Ordinance as follows, where strikethrough text is text to be removed and 

underlined text is text to be added: 

 

Automobile Business: Establishments primarily engaged in the sales, repair, and/or service of 

automobiles, mobile homes, farm machinery, motorcycles, ATVs, and similar activities, including but 

not limited to auto repair garages, filling stations, car washes, machinery repair, auto sales, farm 

machinery sales and services, house trailer sales, manufactured housing and similar activities. Retail 

automobile parts and supplies are not considered automobile businesses. Where specifically listed, auto 

sales may include auto repair; auto repair shall not include auto sales. 

 

Outdoor Retail: Establishments primarily engaged in the sales, repair, and/or service of accessory 

structures such as sheds, mobile homes, farm machinery, construction equipment, recreational vehicles, 

boats, motorcycles, ATVs, and similar activities, which are displayed outdoor and/or indoor and may 

include parts sales.  

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that Attachment 4, Table of Land Uses in the Base Zoning Districts, be 

amended to add the use “Outdoor Retail” in the Mercantile / Retail section of the chart.  An X shall be placed in 

the new “Outdoor Retail” row in the columns for the CC and IA zoning districts, indicating that “Outdoor 

Retail” is a permitted use in those zoning districts.  A CU shall be placed in the new “Outdoor Retail” row in 

the columns for the PD, RV, and RBV zoning districts, indicating that “Outdoor Retail” is a conditional use in 

those zoning districts. 
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Motion for passage of Order 21-068 
By: Lind Second by: Judkins 
Yeas: 8 
Nays: 0 

 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

 

Committee Reports  

City Manager’s Report 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

21-079  City Manager 

Executive Session: Labor Negotiations; 1 M.R.S. §405(6)(D). 

 
Motion to enter executive session 21-079 
By: Conti  Second by: Pouliot 
Yeas: 8 
Nays: 0 
 
Motion to amend order 21-079 
Add an Executive Session: Consultations; 1 M.R.S. §405(6)(E). 
By: Allen  Second by: Pouliot 
Yeas: 8 
Nays: 0 
Time: 8:41 p.m. 
 
Exited executive sessions at 10:02 p.m. 
 

Meeting Adjourned at 10:03 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Kelly J. Gooldrup, City Clerk 

April 16, 2021 

 

 

 


